Guardian Ad Litem Program – Disability Rights Training Tele-conference
 May 19, 2011 
I. Introduction – Edie Sheeks, Senior Attorney  


Where to access web-based info for this training


Brief overview of today’s training, referencing questions & follow-up questionnaire

II. Disability Rights Florida - Maryellen McDonald, Director of Legal and Advocacy Services


Who we are, what we do, and how GAL can access

III. Specific Disability Areas - 


Education – Ann Siegel, Education Team Manager/Senior Attorney
· Ensuring free and appropriate public education/least restrictive environments for children with developmental disabilities and other physical, emotional, and/or intellectual disabilities 

· Necessary accommodations, services, supports mandated by federal and state law, Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEIA)

· Individual case advocacy including representation at Individual Education Plan (IEP) meetings, mediations, and/or administrative hearings 

.  
Employment/Vocational Rehabilitation – Chris White, Staff Attorney

· Division of Vocational Rehabilitation and who they serve 

· Eligibility for services/order of selection/when to apply 

· Services available

Guardianship – Phoebe Ball, Staff Attorney

· Basic principles 

· Person-centered planning. 

· Least restrictive decision-making options
Institutional Conditions – Linda Siemer, Advocate/Investigator 

· Advocacy for children with disabilities 

· Assisting children with disabilities in the dependency system

IV. FIRST team- intake process – Ann Robinson, Intake Manager

V. Future training topics
VI. Questions
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MARYELLEN MCDONALD – Director of Legal and Advocacy Services
Ms. McDonald joined the staff of Disability Rights Florida as Supervising Attorney in 2009, and has been instrumental in proposing and implementing mechanisms within our service delivery system to more effectively provide direct services to Floridians with disabilities. 
Ms. McDonald holds a Master’s degree in philosophy from Duke University, and a Doctor of Jurisprudence from the Stetson University College of Law. Her background includes work as Assistant State Attorney in the 18th Judicial Circuit, Assistant General Counsel at the Florida Department of Corrections, Chief District Legal Counsel for the Florida Department of Children & Families, Assistant General Counsel for the Florida Department of Elder Affairs, Hospital Attorney for Florida State Hospital, and private practice. Her Florida Bar membership includes admissions in all US District Courts of Florida, and the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals.

ANN SIEGEL – Education Team Manager/Senior Attorney

Ms. Siegel joined the staff of Disability Rights Florida in January, 2009, and is responsible for overseeing the attorneys and advocates on Disability Rights Florida’s Education team, providing protection and advocacy in education for persons with disabilities.

              Ms. Siegel holds a Bachelor’s degree in legal studies from Nova Southeastern University and a Juris Doctorate from Shepard Broad Law Center at Nova Southeastern University. Her background includes work as an Attorney for Legal Aid Services of Broward, Inc., as an Attorney specializing in disability and education law for children, and as an Expert Witness in special education law.  

PHOEBE BALL – Staff Attorney

Ms. Ball has been a staff attorney with the Self-Determination Team at Disability Rights Florida since 2007, working to expand opportunities for person-centered planning, economic self-empowerment, accessing alternatives to guardianship, access to voting rights, and reducing occurrences of abuse, neglect and exploitation in the community.  Ms. Ball is a frequent lecturer on various topics involving guardianship and disability law issues. 

Her previous work experience includes work for the Law, Health Policy and Disability Center (LHPDC) at University of Iowa on grant-funded projects geared toward advancing economic, social and civic empowerment of people with disabilities; work at the Independent Living Movement, including serving as board chair. Ms. Ball graduated from Northeastern University School of Law, and is licensed to practice law in Massachusetts, Iowa and Florida.   

 ANN ROBINSON – Intake Manager

Ms. Robinson joined the staff of Disability Rights Florida in 1987 as a Client Advocate. Currently, she serves as Manager of the Frontline Intake and Referral Services Team (FIRST), and is responsible for supervising advocates and staff who respond to public queries concerning disability issues. 

Ms. Robinson has a Bachelor of Science degree in Rehabilitative Services, specializing in Psychology and Special Education, and a Master of Science degree in Rehabilitation Services from Florida State University.

CHRISTOPHER WHITE -Staff Attorney
Mr. White has been a Staff Attorney at Disability Rights Florida since 2008, serving as an Advising Attorney for the Client Assistance Program. He coordinates litigation and advocacy efforts on subjects including education (IDEA), employment (Rehabilitation Act), access to the community (ADA), and access to resources (Medicaid).  In addition, he is a council member for the Florida Rehabilitation Council for the Blind. 


Mr. White has a Bachelor of Science degree in Telecommunications Production from the University of Florida, and a Juris Doctorate from Chicago-Kent College of Law. He also was a co-founder of Chicago-Kent National Security & Law Society.
LINDA SIEMER - Advocate/Investigator

Ms. Siemer has been an Advocate for Disability Rights Florida since 2008, where she provides advocacy and investigations for persons with disabilities who reside in institutional settings. She also provides rights and life skill training and transition back into the community, and reviews investigations and provides secondary opinions. 


Ms. Siemer has been involved in child advocacy for the past 35 years in both professional and volunteer capacities. Her extensive work experience includes providing expert witness testimony for children in court in the foster care system, and developing and running foster care homes for individuals with intellectual disabilities. In addition, she served as one of the first educational surrogates in Broward County and was an educational surrogate trainer for ten years. 
EDIE SHEEKS – Senior Attorney

Ms. Sheeks began work as a Senior Attorney at Disability Rights Florida in 2010 and her work includes individual and systemic advocacy projects. The Guardian Ad Litem Program training is part of the Disability Rights Dependency Project she has created to foster awareness and protection of the rights of children and parents with disabilities in the dependency system. 


Ms. Sheeks’ previous work experience includes the Office of Regional Conflict Counsel where she served as Civil Regional Appellate Counsel; private law practice specializing in dependency, elder, and appellate law and mediating special education law cases; and teaching English and Philosophy. She has a Bachelor of Science degree in Philosophy and English, and a Master of Arts degree in Philosophy and Education from Murray State University; and a Juris Doctorate from Florida State University’s College of Law. She is admitted to practice in Florida and in the Federal District Courts for the Middle District and Northern District of Florida.  
