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S.H. v. Department of Children and Family Services, 2007 WL 1158219 (Fla. 5th DCA) 

Florida Rule of Appellate Procedure 9.2003(a)(3) requires "the attorney who files the notice of appeal to file any directions to the clerk and designations to the court reporter, within 10 days of the notice of appeal."

The Fifth DCA, adopting the Second DCA's opinion in Interest of P.G ., 944 So.2d 443 (Fla. 2d DCA 2006), states the following direction for trial court and counsel: 

1. Upon appointing an attorney to represent a parent on appeal, in either a dependency or termination of parental rights case, the trial court should forward a copy of that order to this court. 

2. To insure that this court is apprised of the withdrawal of counsel, trial counsel shall submit a copy of the order, along with the order appointing appellate counsel. 

a. Absent receipt of these copies, this court will assume that the attorney who filed the notice of appeal remains attorney of record on appeal until appointed counsel files their notice of appearance. 

3. Appointed counsel on appeal should promptly file their notice of appearance in this court to demonstrate that they are aware of their appointment.
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