House Bill 229/Senate Bill 1612

The Guardian ad Litem Program represents the best interests of abused, abandoned, and neglected children in dependency proceedings. These bills would give the Program statutory authority to establish a direct-support organization.  A direct-support organization, or DSO, is a not-for-profit corporation which is organized and operated to conduct programs and activities, including fundraising for the benefit of the Program.  
Some examples of DSOs include:
· The Volunteer Florida Foundation
· Seminole Boosters, Inc.
· University of Florida National Alumni Association, Inc.
The Program believes it can find support for its mission to further the best interests of abused, abandoned and neglected children in the private sector.  However, the Program needs a mechanism to reach these untapped resources.   
The statutory authority to create a DSO would allow the Program to establish a formal relationship with a support organization through a contract.  The contract would specify the authority of the Guardian ad Litem Program's Executive Director over the organization and would ensure that the organization was operated consistent with the Program's mission and in the best interest of the state.

The Guardian ad Litem Program is committed to representing 100% of abused, abandoned and neglected children in dependency court. Creating a DSO will enable the Program to establish a public-private partnership for the benefit of the Program and the children it serves.

