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Fifth District Court of Appeal

Dependency-Sufficiency of Evidence
A.N.B. v. Department of Children and Families, 54 So.3d 1049 (Fla. 5th DCA 2011)
The mother appealed the private dependency action filed by maternal grandparents finding her son dependent. The mother argued that “(1) that there was insufficient evidence to support the trial court's finding of dependency; (2) that the trial court improperly based its ruling on the child's preference; and (3) that the trial court improperly excluded her boyfriend as a witness.”

The Fifth District Court of Appeal (Fifth DCA) upheld the trial court’s dependency order. That the trial court’s finding of neglect was fully supported by the record. The Fifth DCA agreed with the mother, finding that the child’s preference does not matter but held that the dependency was otherwise supported by the record.

Finally, the Fifth DCA held “mother failed to proffer the proposed witness' testimony … or explain its potential significance on appeal.., she has failed to establish reversible error as to this point on appeal. “

The Fifth DCA affirmed the trial court’s dependency order.
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