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Appointment of Counsel for Parent
Justice Administrative Com'n v. Harp, 2009 WL 5150300 (Fla. 5th DCA)
Justice Administrative Commission (JAC) appealed the trial court’s order requiring it to pay the attorney fees of a mother's court-appointed private counsel in a termination of parental rights proceeding in which the mother executed a voluntary written surrender. The Fifth District Court of Appeal (Fifth DCA) agreed with the JAC, and quashed the trial court’s order. 
The Fifth DCA held that the plain language of §29.007(2), Fla. Stat. (2009) and §39.807(1), authorizes the JAC to pay attorney's fees to private attorneys appointed by the court to represent indigents or other litigants in civil proceedings that require court-appointed counsel in accordance with state and federal constitutional guarantees or statutes. However the statute, which establishes the statutory right to appointed counsel in termination proceedings, specifically excludes “any parent who has voluntarily executed a written surrender of the child and consent to the entry of a court order.” § 39.807(1)d.
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