
 

* The above timeline does not include psychotropic drugs administered in an emergency.  See § 39.407(3)(e)(1)-(2) 

 

Psychotropic Medication Timeline* 

§ 39.407 Florida Statutes; Fla.R.Juv.P 8.355 

Updated May 2008 

Shelter 

Hearing 

Arraignment 

or 28 days 

         Dependency 

Petition Filed 

48 

Hours 

2 Working 

Days 
1 Day 21 Days Judicial Reviews 

 

If court orders 2nd  

opinion, the 

referral must be 

made within one 

working day.  

§ 39.407(3)(d)(i) 

 

The department 

must notify 

parties of motion 

within 48hrs after 

Department’s 

motion filed. 

§ 39.407(3)(d)(i) 

 

Authorization 

granted until 

Arraignment or 

28 days,   

whichever is 

earlier 

§39.407(3)(b)(3) 

  
R
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o
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al
 

Department. 

must have 

child evaluated 
§39.407(3)(b)(4) 

 

 The department 

must inform court 

of child’s medical 

and behavioral 

status.   

§39.407(3)(f)(1) 

Court may review 

child’s status 

more frequently 

on motion or 

good cause 

shown by any 

party. 

§39.407(3)(f)(1) 

 

Second opinion 

cannot exceed 

21 days. 

§39.407(3)(d)(i) 

 

If a party objects 

then the party 

must file 

objection within 

2 working days 

of the 

department’s 

notice of motion. 
§ 39.407(3)(d)(1) 

 

Department must 

file a motion with 

dependency 

petition or within 

21 days after 

shelter hearing 

§39.407(3)(b)(4) 

Burden of Proof 

is  Preponderance 

 

Department  takes possession of 

psychotropic medication  at 

removal  and administers to 

child: 

Must be in original container & 

be a current prescription 

Department must request court 

authorization to continue 

medication after consultation 

with licensed doctor. 

§39.407(3)(b)(1) 

 

 


